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Let us summarize very briefly the record of air power since Sep-
tember, 1939. The Red Army has achieved much without any
strategic air force. To what extent the Soviets may have benefited by
Anglo-American strategic bombing we do not know. The German
lightning victories culminating in the fall of France and those in
the Balkans and Crete were made possible by great superiority in
air power used as part of an air-surface team. On the other hand,
German strategic air power suffered a resounding defeat over Eng-
land. On the Italian mainland Anglo-American air superiority long
failed to break German resistance on the ground. In fact, the failure
was so conspicuous as to suggest that a quicker decision with fewer
casualties might have been had if. a larger number of the airmen
there had been ground troops.

This brings us to the campaign of France in *44'. Without air su-
periority, of course, that campaign would have been impossible. Yes,
but what part did the strategic bombing of cities, factories, and com-
munications far behind the fighting front play in the victoiy? The
airmen who have been proved wrong in such obvious cases as Lon-
don and Cassind ask us to believe that only their persistent baby
killing could have worn down the German Air Force sufficiently to
permit our ground troops to land in Normandy and to fight victori-
ously there. The least that can be said is that this assertion is suspect

The gem of the author s journalistic collection on the subject is an
article which appeared in the New fork Times of May 25, "45:

Hamburg, May 23. Two American railroad men said today that
German railway officials had told them that the Allies* bombing of
Germany's rail service would have been more effective if it had been
concentrated against main lines rather than the city yards, where
repair crews were immediately at hand.

The Americans are Ralph Russell of Haverford and Northumber-
land, Pa., an official of the Pennsylvania Railroad, and his assistant,
Warren Caswel of Rockvflle Center, L. I. They had been surprised
to find the Hamburg railway system actually 95 per cent operative
and the electric subway, elevated street car and suburban rail serv-
ices being run at 60 per cent of the pre-war scale in the much-
bombed port.

"Of all the major bombing targets in western Germany we have
seen Hamburg least affected in that respect,"* Mr. Russell said. That,
mind you, is on a relative basis, for Hamburg is also by far tbe larg-